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which at that pressure boils at 77 °. Upon distilling o-vinylphenol from the polymerized 
product a temperature approximating that given by Fries and Fickewirth is noted.8 

(2) 3,5,1',ls-Tetrabromo-2-hydroxy-ethylbenzene.—o-Vinylphenol, as prepared 
above in a chloroform solution, was treated with an excess of bromine with cooling. 
After the action had subsided, the hydrogen bromide, excess bromine, and chloroform 
were driven off with heat and the remaining solid purified by recrystallization from ben­
zene. The final product melted at 105°, which is in agreement with the literature. 

(3) o-Vinylphenoxyacetic Acid.—Molar quantities of o-vinylphenol, as prepared 
above, and bromoacetic acid were allowed to stand at room temperature in an alkaline 
solution for a few hours. The solution was then acidified and the resulting product 
purified by recrystallization from benzene or dilute alcohol. Prisms melting at 137° 
were obtained. This also was in agreement with the literature. 

(4) 03-Hydroxy-ethyl)-phenyl Ether.—Molar quantities of potassium phenoxide 
and ethylene chlorohydrin were heated at 150° for six hours, and after cooling and filter­
ing the liquid was distilled in vacuo. The fraction boiling at 163-167° at 80 mm. was 
retained as being the desired phenoxy glycol. 

(5) o-Vinylphenol from (/3-Hydroxy-ethyl)-phenyl Ether.—A molar quantity of 
the phenoxy glycol was allowed to stand for one week at room temperature with a fifth 
molar quantity of concentrated sulfuric acid. The product was washed with water 
and distilled in vacuo. o-Vinylphenol with the same boiling point as previously given 
was obtained; it formed the same bromine and acetic acid derivatives, proving that the 
compounds prepared by the two different methods were identical. 

Summary 

1. Ethylene oxide reacts with phenol in the cold in the presence of 
concentrated sulfuric acid to yield an ortho substituted phenol. 

2. A probable mechanism for the above reaction has been advanced and 
reasons substantiating it have been given. 

3. Two new methods for the preparation of o-vinylphenol have been 
discussed. 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

NOTES 

The Optical Activity of Cystine Preparations Used for Animal Experi­
mentation.—Marston and Robertson1 have recently expressed the 
opinion that much of the confusion in the literature dealing with cystine 
metabolism might have been avoided by determining the optical activity 
of the preparations used and have severely criticized certain studies on 
this account. 

For several years we have been using cystine, prepared from human hair, 
in animal feeding experiments. Most of our preparations, as well as a 
number of student preparations subsequently reprecipitated by the author, 

» Fries and Fickewirth, Ber., 41, 370 (1908). 
1 Marston and Robertson, "The Utilization of Sulfur by Animals," Commonwealth 

of Australia, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, Melbourne, 1928, Bulletin 
No. 39, 51 pp. 
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have been tested for their optical activity. All of these preparations were 
made for use in animal experimentation, and not for the determination of 
precise physical and chemical constants. It occurred to the writer that 
this information might furnish a rough index of the validity of Marston 
and Robertson's criticisms. 

The method of isolation was essentially that outlined by Morrow.2 The 
isoelectric precipitations were controlled with Congo red and litmus papers. 
The student preparations had been precipitated only once from the more 
or less successfully decolorized solutions, and varied considerably in color 
and tyrosine content. These preparations were subsequently reprecipitated 
by the author. 

After drying, 1 g. of each of the above preparations was made up to 100 
ml. in N hydrochloric acid, analyzed for sulfur and polarized at 21°. The 
accompanying table shows the results obtained. 

Sample 

158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
177 

S, % 

26.02 
26.02 
26.34 
25.91 
26.14 
26.53 
26.40 
26.48 

WS 
-212.3° 
-212.3° 
-210.4° 
-208,4° 
-207.4° 
-185.9° 
-210.0° 
-216.6° 

Remarks 

Author's preparation 
Student preparation 
Student preparation 
Student preparation 
Student preparation 
Student preparation 
Student preparation 
Author's preparation 

It is obvious that the variations in specific rotation cannot be explained 
on the basis of sulfur content. It is highly probable that any of these 
samples, with the exception of No. 163, is suitable for animal feeding un­
less it is assumed that inactive cystine is highly toxic. Subsequent treat­
ment of Sample No. 163 indicated that the above variations in specific 
rotation are partly due to the prolonged washing of certain samples with 
hot water in order to remove the tyrosine present. 
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^-Cymene Studies. XIV. ^-Cymylhydrazine-2.—This note is an 
extension of a paper by Wheeler and Thomas [THIS JOURNAL, Sl1 3135 
(1929)]. Additional salts such as the acetate, oxalate, lactate and ben-
zoate and a condensation product with w-nitrobenzaldehyde have been 
prepared. Unstable products were obtained with formaldehyde, acetalde-

* Morrow, "Biochemical Laboratory Methods," John Wiley and Sons, Inc., New 
York, 1927, p. 140. 


